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By MARK NELSON 

He's magic's invisible man, 
a magician whose technique is 
so smooth, whose style is so 
relaxed, that some insiders call 
him Mr. Natural. For several of 
his last thirty years as a fulltimc 
professional magician, he lived 
direcrlr across the Street from 
the Magic Castle, always avail­
able to respond to any summons 
from the dub to filJ in for a ma­
gician's late arrival, to provide 
a private show for a celebrity 
guest, or to perform a quick set 
to accommodate an overflow 
crowd for the club's tiny Close­
up Gallery. He's spent most of 
his career living and entertain­
ing within a few square miles of 
the Castle, but he has also made 
multiple lecture tours to El.lrope 
and Asia. And no wonder. He 
was brought up in the shadow 
of giants - Dai Vernon, Charlie 
Miller, Larry Jennings, Johnny 
Thompson, Max Maven, 
Johnny Platt and others - and 
after performing morc than a 
thousand paid shows at the 
Castle, he's reached the point 
where he's almost more familiar 
to guests than the Open Sesame 
owl in the bookcase. 
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1.0. u_ ~ • OM.fter -me • 
I.A I ... ,.; ... rw....Iojplua .. ,,.\. Ho .... 

.. ....I ~ "--' """"'_ .. "' <doc."," Of Jua T-..u of Spa ...... 
M . ... hlfO r ..... pd.o of J'p;uL,.o..,.j lot IS .. 
pt .... I, .OIIIforubk po.l""""" Nforo .. , 
,nd.1I ... ,h.n«t - r<>U"I . ad old, cOI'J"> 
..... mI ,.,iom, 1"""S"..,.j do ... nut. 

Ju~ btyonJ tho .... ll sIodltn.lI, ,lui 
«kbtl,f<I O[lftl s....._ o.i, III !lot Callk 
a....-.p Golkrr •• !fpial ",rlo"n .. ". 
.. "", ""'" ... ,," 01.1[""",\ eo.... A<:, ... 
roootmt, .... 1ud. bt produffl four ... 1f dol· 
la" t... .... noibl. "" • ......." .. k,,. ,..d",_ ... of.,. ubi< «>I"", ..... 0... 
of ,ho "I"" .. ,on IS allowed 10 rn<h '.'0 

,lit ,,"ached ""n< fn .... to p<odocr • '01" 
h""ldf. "" lilt coiM for i .... ,bl, and ". 
1 ... ,1, ffOllO h.<>d 10 !.and, AI/onto"ItS.1Ie 
>p«u1or ClIO ~ .. nPl. prod..:,,,, 1M chilli 
IoaIf oIoILo. 00. .... ip«UtOt', ~ba. .. d rn 
_ ...... 001 .............. \tit to "..... aU 
*'-.-_ m. """" In ...... Iot .... 
bU., no. ...... ,....uatt .. IIWr _ .. 
• _. o-Ir ... ...n.c. ................... 
lefr\ p,ola. wt.d. dcut:'1of'OIIIIO bol_ 
, ..... AIr...- .... pI01" , .. ,. ..... pt: 

w-....... " ..... ""'" • 'i'«"', .... 10 ... " 
,h,ou,th h" OWII cltnct...! fi" I. ca"" .... 
b.all.o I. '1''''''', dillp,,"" ,oJ d",Jt. All 
Ambi",,", Card rou,,", o.l!IOIl." .. 0. h" 
,hlhly f(J rrriorm I".,.t.o.,d """,In .• nd 
• fo., .. " .. t..nbn, RI"8 _Wit do... wllb 
b .. 1JICh nnl' It .. " t~ .ho ...p, h .. ~ 
Ud • ......Lot AU.,. on ... child ""'~, .. 
don, ...... III dtWlid. , .... IIy •• pHdlt 
tOIII ........ all ol'J'W1llS. nn..a..c. 
I ....... M ballr lO pro<IoK._ of • _''I\l1'0 Mock., \Iooost bnnp....un uHI 
IJ'(ILJ_ '0"", .... b<. of .Iot • ..dltt>«, 
ffIlnll .. 0/.,... Th..,.,paa. tilt ""Ift 
pttb",,/ICf, AIfCllUO .... Lut.!, pun"" Iu. 
,..d"""" """lly •• <01<, Hkq ,,,",,, q ..... 1_ prob.-. for .... p"" .... """""'" thmo 
..,wI,. I~I oi It. act ........... 1, .... ......:I 
..-~ .... ,"'" lor _~. tlltct. 

How dooa AIIomo <:r<ao:< -.w. 
:aId~ ....... ~!tw 
hrLt .... ', tht muI, of ~ ..- W1IIo 
, .... 8'"' .......... p ..... pa.r .. wJ,o worK III .......... ,.be M.y.: Cowl. ~ 
,be '801, ·VtfllOn"....,.. 'OI>\&$Itrlll""~ 
wOl '11< oll",jl. '" Alf",,~ ..... 11, loo.r. 
'~Ioa"," ""b JU1n T.IIUflL WhtIt I "11, 
"cd Sp.t'd. J .... n·. mrn'or .00 roILobotOtOt ""-0 do Alnni<> .. ked .... how I""' ..... 
to .. ,.,aL I "",la!, ..,.Uy in'''''-; II"" 
.... 11 c:amc !r.. ...... ynn 01 m,. 

t "II ~ w- :aid Ooarbc ),I,1Itr 1..:1 
.... 1fT P g' AI"- __ -.It" 0.. .. 
IoLIrt lor """'" OIl ""'" to pttIon. • ,.... 1l<III.0,.-.... 'tw k.o.d 01 ....... 1, toW 
-. ....... do MI' 50 r!w\ ..... , I do.' 

Lik. "'""I' "' ... '" II" in! ... po 
AI"- ....... hcn ............ to Ium by 
............. 110 .. ". docloo.·~ ""' ...... 
oaIy ttd lot d>d .", m .... 1Iow • 1Ioun"" 
...r .... MtGa ou,ol lou .... To duo 
01&" ...... ' ........ I UIII'K ..... If. I .... ~ 
k .... CXXfIy IIow II< dod n.I .... cd .... 
_f r .... Ia .. ~...r lot I.W w... ,I off.' 

MOf< onSunInol .. actuIIy pq 
Al/ocIto IUIIt<I ""'"' .... 1IIlp: n»d -. 
.... HooranI ~ 'n.., ..... s.. or ... 
U!II wtm kml .......... ,..... :aid ......w 
... _me~"",anI ""'In ..... ...r """" 
boo: ...... "'"'"' lie "- doer worbd. Oao 
do" 0a.J Iicn<ud .... OIl _ pa.- ...rr. 
""8.0 "" IPrllnrnd...l, toea ... be dodo'. 
..... , to ~oJ\ I .... ,.bI. ..,iM'ibr_ 
_ .... of ..... .. 
"c"'nge fo, iOIII. 
m,lk .nd .h,,,y 
IiJItd dono!>,' 

'l'i'" h.. " ...... 
..... the """IICl1 
......... Ii, ..-. ...... 
............ k .. 
r.- ...... <l -­IIDfIr<U. Hi> Innd -"""'" ... h,m '0 ..... IIIlp: 

....... wbctt """ 
"'OK .. vo<k.ochool. 
AIioMo mD<IIIIbcr1 .. ~­_ ... -
Ill'''''''''''''''' A:t "". 
tot-ltIIlgoQu ........ 

}my ~ll ""p' 
Alfooooo his fitM oItt,11I of bind .. k,k 'her 
..... hath Ippto"l'II'~' pLoy. It ...... ,h. 
.'md! Or<lp, b.n .. "h . Mont ...... , Ih.n 
a <Out. H.rtt M ....... «. I h'lk IChool 
.n .. """"~ """" YOll", Alfonw ,II< 
........ , IIrow1t II .... "" loU ,,,,,,,, .. 1IId 
, ... _ ......... d ...... 0 _COIIUpf 01 the 
Wack'ln robl<_ n,...,p... dIootodtoool 
"" ..... Ioal......,. .... doc _ £or 
11ot~_~'.H .,~~ 

Hnut fUy • ..:1 D •• ', c:o..,4orr. 
£MJ<~ 0( .w.,.c, ~ AItt:mo 
.... ,a" .. O, diMruslM of 1n",..,IUpC. 
H. _ben .h,~k, ... TIl., -'b) P"f 
""I "' .. " ,. """.1 

A ....... p.pe •• d pl.wl by Myln 
II<n.d.", b'OII,b. AI/Oft..,.o bll /i", 
nu.,~ club mu" ... , ... he" Ti .. 0.,._, 
0/ M.S"' er.rr .... lou.ed 'hln' mil .. 
..... y'o n ... by Coo,on . ......,Id It«l" ... "I, 
pt,/<Ina d<,I" dctoOflllt.IIOII, for ,he 
membmJ"p. I •• put.! by ,he fI.h lad by 
.... "'"., I>< ... d ~ I.d , .. d ,bou., 
AI/OIl'" bepo """'" 1cuoII. ""b 0 .. 
F.,lk~ by dar' pt'O,"~r 01 Enll,," .. 

Kfn, St.,,_ ·fl ..... m, r"l1 -IJC I ... h 
.~ ... ,. AIIon"" •• ..r Ioc ,.,.cod •• d ... 
fl' II>< work 01 V.rno., GoUI .... , 5Ird"" • 
...r Iobt>.· It ."I •• do, hilt,', to •• 
Lo", , • ., ,he .. .,dc., btp. '0 d,>t<IY<f 
.t.. ,k,ll, w ... ""Id .. t •• kIll bn, II. 
d .... ·up ."' .. , p.lm,nllnd •• pontl .... 
OIl' .,ft 10< m .. ,II' ''1I00. 

la 19", Alfon.., pI,d, .ili, ,. a 
fna>d .. Co~£ormo 0. hll ~ ... n","1 111 

Holl~ 'h<J 'Iffl< "", IIP'-"'I ....... 
Au-"" <DO his <'JeI (111 .. Mop: 
CaotIo. I • .". ....... "" schL lom, 
11 ,..,n oW "" ,_. AlI<.o\ If .... 
pr«1IooW """"'" _ .. doll .... , <br 
Shorrl, rIocrufm.loc rdoco • .d '" Gh:bk. 
Cal,fon .... 11<1 II'I~" ""0 • .- •• 

the YMCA. 
Acd .......... h, .... 
..If '" ,he .te., 
AII""",uPPol1<d 
bi",,, lfby W()fk,"I 
... t.quor .. Of< 
.Ietk, a buM>oy • 
aDd a ""Ilk .tlkt. 
""""" .... II,. ,I>< 
GJm<bltY .... 

lou"'; "'" ..... 
l>b..,-t....t ltolti. a 
d«adei-old ..... 

"'" " M.,,1I.1'ICi 
.00 Wil __ ~ 
!Ioortl ",",ami 
."""" In ,me .. ' 
_J..bo· ... ,bct 
Sloop. tho Ia .. 
..... 01~ ... ......., ... ....... ~ .. 

DIll. Onn./IOW ,t_"od ... oupcaI 
,n .. n'or. u .. d •• bold "'.po;o ... " III< 
.bop . • ".d,!,,,,,~, mlln",,,, ,od.ty 'G~" .w. tltlbh.hm,n!, Alfonso 1"" ,n "lui .. 
hOll", .,,,,,n, ,. IonJ""iOII. ,,"k De,n 
• ...t ,be locI" ... ho "'b;,u.all, .""cd J"I>I>~ 
for "'1lI$ ..... ,rock •. I, .... Dcon whoa rr<r 
.idcd AI'- onth .... bnr , .... po .. t<I 

.. M'P' Coodt.1JIlI1IfOf'Cd ~'''' for .....,. 
b<nlup., .... lI'I.p ..... 1IIIIIlOIla pcrfomo 
" _ct.t. 

Oot 0111\ ~ poll, A:'- ... , ...... 
r..d ....,..... , ... wcm ~ tel m. Co .. k', 
..... , .. 11<1 .... 1M quICkly m- tho pro-
... butl pnt ...... lO .... It ..... Ii< ...:.....d 
Ih< d.b """.Iy •• pt1td,., """" 00 <tid 
... tII buold", b, "ooby • ...t 11011 Good ...... 
'--" "'1" ..... teocboq ... 1roao 
"" popooia.1OI 01 am" pu4_ ........ 
ftcqurttotd The tM .. dIoot da,.. s.:-
ol ,I0000 ~ ..... ptt1%J ...... .. 
AI'- hod m. "w... • .., .... Net_ .. 
hold .... 0W1!. 

011< I ... "" "me front .... 1fT jtrtalnp. 
'[ ... " oho"""llOm<!hi",'0 larr".11<1 be 
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fo" I ,,,uld 8" ,u",d. h. toki m<. 'Young 
nan. you' ... doinK that wrong.' I .,ked him 
what lie "",.m by ,hot, .nd •• grow~d. 
'\Vb ... IIOWyou wam I.....,ns?· I .. id, 'No, 
but ,f you 'On ,d l In< what'. w'O<Ig wi,h i,. 
roo ougilt to be ,bl, '0 "II m. w •• ,,'. "gh, 
with i,!" Lar:y broke ou, lJug/ling and . 
Iri<nd'h'p ..... ' f",~. 0""" La,rj' .<X\I .. d 
Alfonso of dOIng "map< for tile blind,' be· 
C'usc ... p.rt" "'"' to<) ,xPO>""'j'; fI, W", 
des<,iblllg .... ruOIlS .. iIe wlO p<r/ornnng 
thorn. I, "' .. , good I .. son, .nd AiIo.t", 
to<)k it '0 iIe.". de>oIopmg more m.,u,. 
p"",nl1'iOlu for hi, ,ff"", 

"E .. I ~ohon'. book V~""tion, tough' 
"" . 101," Allo"", say •. "1 karn«l how '0 
,outin,. ""iot",.""" ho ... to itnk from 
trick to trick," F,om Mik, Skin .. " he 
le.m«l th., "the patt" i, .. ,,,d." From 
Otu,k Farne, h. I,arn,d to "do .. I do. 
no< OS I "'r.· Roth d<»<·up ,,"ram wm 
rxplllnlng, '" ,lit" own W'r, ,n., .lthou~h 
he might be Ir .. to dupl","" .nOl'" m.gi· 
r i,n', ,I"gh" '" ""ks, the p ..... m,non 
.nd p.>tt<r ,..." """",ru:t . nd nov" to b< 
.ppropfl.1<d. Alfonso "Pldly di«ovo"d 

;'0'0' '0 Uot h .. aud .. net as an . ... , in de· 
v, lop'"S hi, or igon.1 ""ip". "I oft.n h'" 
",moo", .. y IOIn<1hing funny 'h,,'11 "'0'. 
",rfectly wl,h the trtc., 0' """.on.'. "". 
tlQn will tflw,.n unpromptu lin. from 
Ill< that will get I LouSh. I'll na k. no .... nd 
"'It u,ing t.ose ,hing' in .very ,how.· In 
."' •• "imul>!;. , ••• ilOn ..... ', AllonlO 
w ... f."l .. m" "nd won hi, Iohgi, 
C."I, ",rformm, "ri",. m 1 ~84 . 

Althoogh ,he offic .. l p<>hty ofln. C."lc 
IS '0 not book • performer =re than ''''''''' 
• y.", • • ny ,how,oom. Alfonso ht<.m. 
the go-tQ magirion for p,iv"" p.ltioJ, 
'pt<:i.al ,.rnto, Ind ,<sulor .pp< ... nrn in 
th, CIose·Up G.lkrj' .nd th, Parklur 01 
P",ndigi .. ,ion. The "udy ",rform."" .. 
"'"pen«! hi, ,kill! '0 ,he p<>in' thll,. few 
y .... I"". lie W," 'Pi',wcbed by M .... hiro 
Y''''g'o;t. to vlSit j'l><'n fo, .Ie<tu" tou'. 
Y:uugtd. m.oton do", ... of young j.p."... 
m.gtci"" .. indndlng Shoot Og.w • . TInny 
da)"! l3t<r, Alfon", packed hI< bag:s .od .... 
off on ,he Ih .... -<irj' ""''''''Y. ,,'hi,h .1", 
indnded • """.h"", 1>' 'p«i.l, "htdt he 
f""nd ... d diS<:ooc<ning bccou" h.t: h,d 

ooly prop.red ,wrnlY millu,,, of perfo,· 
m.net m''',i,1 IQ1" the too'. hp lo;~ ng 
the topic, of hi> I«tu," _ ... tu,.I""" 
timing, and miodi'«~(}D - lit .... ily 61tM 
the «m,ming tim<,.nd tho progr-.m w: .. 
w.U recelv,d .nd has bttn rebroadco<t«l 
f'"'Iurndy. H. ha, sine. mId< I,,", more 
vi,it, to j.pan, ht<oming,...11 known among 
J.p ... " d.igh,,,,f·h.nd ,x""" for hi. 
work on palming .nd mio<ii"",lon . 

Not long 1ft« hi. fir:<l J.pon<s< tou~ 
Allo"", ..... reining" the m.in b., of 
the C..d., " •• ".n .",""",-Iool:,.g 
g,ntl.m.n ,.""d th, dub. "It ....... kind 
of Lotc, som<li"", .lOund mldnigllt,· h. 
,«.11 •. ".od th .. suy with long h.i, .nd 
• bIg grin .:."" In from th. lobby. I w" 
,hinking, 0'.11 «In d,.! "'rlh Ih". /'"' 
bu. 10 G,.I.M D •• a .anum. Then the 
g"r '1>1ted blowing ""rj'body .way with 
hi. incredibl. m.&l<.· That gur w .. j .... n 
T.m ..... Alfo"IO" flu,", in Sp.ni,h. '" 
.r .nd Tunam b<g.in on. of 'ho I ... ·nlgbt 
,,, .. "'" ,h. Sp,""h m.,,,, is U"""" fo~ 
do.ing ,h. C .. d •• nd ,"Um;n& ,h,ir work 
in the klbbr ofT.m .. i,', hot.1 "ntil.k" 

ICJodwiu """" lOp leftl Allam" .o-m.f<d"'9 0 """" ,n a .. ,,;"" <Ji Deon DtJi'. ~. wort'''l11or Ioym.. ;n lopen. em ""oka<. "..formo"u 
.. 0 """'" i. No<IIo Dul""" 0"" b.,r,g ~JmeJ by NH( "'''"'''''' lor 0 1993 rv 'p«iailn Jopon 
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~,-. in [h. morning. Thoy rop .. "d it . g..in 
tho noxt mgh!. So lItlp,,,, .. d w" Ju.n wIth 
lhe young 1111.',"1,., th .. tho ."t yu~ ,n 
1913, All"".., "' .. ,n" i«d '0 ,.\:. P'I"I in. 
,h"Ni'y Io<,u,. 'ou' in Spoio: &.",010".. 
M.J,id, .nd s.. .. II •. Th. IOu, culmin, .. d 
in T,m.,i,', .nnu,1 J<>wn,d .. 0<1 8<0".1 
co,,..",io., w!\t" ,o. fony invitoeo p'os' 
,m demo",tration. on • tOp'" of magi,. 
lor ... ru.:h th,y oHen .pond , Y'" in p",,, . 
.. ,ion, 'Th, fiat yu, I ... ,nt, ,h. '01''' 
"'» Hohinztr 100 Thr .. C"d Monte.' 
Allo"" """mbe", "R1f"IIIen.atH, 
Car lo< v.~", .. , ,od J'm K" .. w, .. th ... , 
., .... 11 .. M'g'" eh"tti,n, who p ..... nted 
. n ><[ .. Hofsi"ztr ,n po,iocl d",,_ It w" 
.n unlo<s<lt. bl, ,xpcrien<,." In June 01 
[hi. y ... r, Alfon.., will mum for hi. sixth 
,'i~t to Sp. in, ,hi. tim. l«turing ,n thllt«n 
d,ff"'"t .:i" .. , p'I"IICip>ting in ,lit 31" 
C<:>ngr..., N.cion. l d. M.gi. ' nd, " th< 
"qu", of T,m"jz', d,ush'" An., .ppo.r­
ing., ,I>< Itl.1gi.c ",hool,h. rum, the Cun 
E"x",i. de M,g;. , 

Wi,h intern.tion.llm" .. too!" lDClud­
'"8 ."it! '0 Ch ,n., Hondu"" lndo."i., 
POrt"&-,1. th. UK, .nd hIS p,rti<ipo~on on 
m.gic'. fir" mtern",on.al " Ie<""ttr'n<' 
from Glen<lal" eolifo,nia 10 V. lrnci •• 
Spain on 2003, "'hy i'n', Ali""", ""''' 
"'io.ly re<:ogniU<i' It', by choice, I>< .. ,._ 
"I'm .1",.,-. 6ghlln~ ,,-10<11><, to lip or oot 
'0 lip," lit «pi, .. " • .. d I dQ 1..,I«tu"" 
"",,,Iy out 01 Ib, country. I 1o<1in-. in kotp­
'"g m'gi<, ",,'et. And I .1.., bel i,,, ,h.". 
«<<<I i. miormation that tr",<1. On< 1"""" 
at. I i"",," !'io" ,1,110""" dou not d",.lop 
,ri,,'''' . nd .00 ' 10<1 '0 <til on ,he ,oad."1 
"""Y magi<: .11 ,10, ' i ..... b., I'm "'" re.liy 
in'o n<'O" d l«u. I 'n;oy m.hng th. thing< I 
do be"", I gel mor. ,xci"d b,. n'''' ,.b­
d,,}, or • lin< th" "",h. th, [o""n, tightel 
Ib.n I do .bou" new elf",." 

s..:wi ... of soul bot o"u" lly gm<r· 
011. of .por i" the world of m.g;'; is fOm! 
n.at. th.! Alton.., do<, not .lw.y. b"d 
ha 0"'" . d." •. In addition '0 his "'"' nf 
Sp. in. h,·II.lso '1'1""" ,h. Hufi. ln 52 
Ge[-Tog""" on Oc,ober, ,oOlher d,...-"p 
con"ntion lim itod "" a . ingl, d.d', wollh 
of onvlt ... Ina JohN). Bu, ,I }'O" "'ISh,~ 
....... orld-d", puctitioncr of mi.dir«­
tion ,od "mins ,,·or" d_-op crowd .. 
on ly h. can, }'ou might h.v, to ch,,,,,. , 
on< 01 hr. "'my <orpora" ~ o[ durms 
•• ",t to ,h. Mog'" eo"I •. H. no longer 
I .... aero« ,h. "'«I, but h, ,.n be ,h." 
in '"". kw """u,,, itom 10;, 100"" on 
th, S .. F"n .. do V,Ii.,. And wh"h" h. 
~ no"~ yo u Of not, h,'l1 be fI.ppy '0 .how 
you "'on' "mark.bl. m>g>< - ,od 10.1'­
pier "ill ,,-h.n he I .. ,., YO" .I'''~·i.,...d 
III di,belid, 

Map;', ~h_ Nuu,..1 keep' on tricb,,'. 1i!II 
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